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As Texans, we all know how important it is to conserve 
water. We see and feel the effects of the ongoing drought 
in our cities, towns, and rural areas in startling ways. In light 
of this reality, we are proud to report that the cities of Dallas 
and Corpus Christi were both awarded prizes in the National 
Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation, sponsored by 
the Wyland Foundation.  

To participate in National Mayor’s Challenge for Water 
Conservation, mayors of American cities must encourage 
their residents to take a series of informative, easy-to-use 

online pledges about conserving water, energy, and other 
natural resources. Winning cities are those with the highest 
percentage of residents who take the pledge.  

When the results were tallied, the City of Dallas took 
top honors over other cities with a population exceeding 
600,000, and Corpus Christi beat out the competition in the 
300,000 – 599,999 population category. 

“The City of Dallas has a proud history of water conservation 
efforts, so it was a no-brainer to participate in the 2014 
National Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation,” said 
Mike Rawlings, Mayor of Dallas.

The challenge had direct participation from more than 100 
U.S. mayors, from San Diego to Miami, who encouraged 
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their residents to participate. More than 23,000 people 
across the nation pledged to take 277,742 specific actions 
over the next year to change the way they use water in their 
home, yard, and community.

By sticking to their commitments, the collective efforts of 
all the residents across the country who participated will 
reduce national water waste by 1.4 billion gallons, reduce 
waste sent to landfills by 36 million pounds, eliminate 
more than 179 thousand pounds of hazardous waste from 
entering our watersheds and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 5.3 billion pounds.

“Corpus Christi is one of the top water planners in the 
state, however given our growing economy and the 
unpredictability of Mother Nature, conservation should be 
365 days out of the year,” said Corpus Christi Mayor Nelda 
Martinez. “I congratulate our citizens for making their water 
pledge, resulting in Corpus Christi winning the national 
competition for our region. Winning this competition raises 
the awareness of every citizen doing their part to conserve 
our precious water resources.” 

The other top winning cities included: Huntington Beach, 
California; Bremerton, Washington; and Crete, Nebraska.  
Residents from the five winning cities that took part in the 
online competition were placed in a drawing for a brand 
new Toyota Prius Plug-In.  By coincidence, a Corpus Christi 
resident actually won the car!  

“Conservation is our cheapest source of water supply 
and is an important part of our long-term strategy as we 
look to provide for our future generations. Winning the 
challenge demonstrates that Dallas residents are actively 
engaged in saving water and recognize that adequate 
water supplies and environmental sustainability are key 
factors to maintaining Dallas’ world-class status,” continued 
Mayor Rawlings. 

For winning the Mayor’s Challenge, each city was awarded 
a six-month contract with WaterSmart Software, a leading 
behavioral water efficiency platform. WaterSmart’s products 
help water utilities engage customers, increase water-use 
efficiency, and reduce operational and capital expenses.
  
The National Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation, 
now in its fourth year, is held every April. It has become 
widely recognized as one of the most engaging outreach 
tools designed for cities and water utilities to encourage 
water conservation.  Last year, 3,600 cities from across the 
United States participated.  

The Mayor’s Challenge is designed to save costs for 
consumers, save infrastructure and operating costs for 
cities, promote drought resiliency, and protect watersheds 
and ecosystems. Additionally, residents also learn about 
resources in their area to take their commitment to 
conservation even further, from regional water and energy 
resource issues, to cost-saving tips at home. 

All across the country, saving water has become one of the 
most talked about issues of our day. The Cities of Dallas 
and Corpus Christi hereby issue a friendly challenge to 
every other interested city and town in Texas to compete 
with us in the next National Mayors’ Challenge this April to 
help us make water conservation a top of mind issue for all 
our residents.  Texas leads the nation in so much already – 
together, let’s lead in water conservation too!

To enroll your municipality in the National Mayors’ Water 
Conservation Challenge, please go to 
http://www.wylandfoundation.org/p/mayors.  H


